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           Gregory P. Kurtz 
Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

                                

 
 

MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR OCTOBER 15, 2021  
 

Ready to Serve  

I am pleased to announce that City Council has confirmed my 

appointment of Robert Butler to be the next Chief of Police.   

After being confirmed at Tuesday’s Council Meeting, Butler 

said he was “ready to serve” and was proud to be chosen to 

lead a department that is so highly respected among the law 

enforcement community.   

Butler has been meeting with councilmembers over the past 

two weeks to answer their questions.  The consensus was that 

he has the dedication to training, familiarity with modern 

police tactics, and willingness to listen to be an effective Chief.   

The City has grown over the past ten years.  According to the 2020 Census, 7600 people 

call Independence home, and another 24,000+ business commuters visit the City every 

day. Butler understands the complexities of law enforcement in the 21st century.   

Chief Butler will be responsible for promoting, recruiting, hiring, retaining our sworn law 

enforcement officials, and recommending training, technology, and additional staffing 

resources. 

Captain Butler has been with the Cleveland Metroparks Police Department since 2018.  

Metroparks Police is a state-certified law enforcement agency that exercises full police 

powers 24-hours a day.  Before that, he worked for the Cleveland Heights Police 

Department for ten years, where he rose through the ranks from officer to sergeant to 

lieutenant.    

I want to thank Lt. Greg Tinnirello who has been serving as Interim Chief of Police for 

several weeks and recognize his leadership, professionalism and dedication to the City 

and its residents.   
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Chief Butler starts on November 1, 2021.  Councilman Tom Narduzzi, who chairs the 

Safety/Rules Committee, has scheduled a committee meeting with the new chief on 

November 16.  

 

Meet the Newest Officers 

It was my pleasure to swear in the two newest members of the Independence Police 

Department.    

Independence-resident Victor Hakes served with the Valley View Police Department for 

7-1/2 years where he worked SWAT and was also a firearms instructor.  He has been in 

the Marine Corp for 14-years and did a tour of duty in Afghanistan.  He and his wife 

Jennifer are the proud parents of a son Hayden 13 and daughter Olivia age 10. 

Mario Mileti joined the Coast Guard 10 years ago and worked as a Cleveland EMS 

paramedic before joining the Cleveland Police Department nearly five years ago.  Mario 

said he decided to pursue a career in law enforcement because it is an honorable 

profession, and it feels good serving others.  Mario currently lives in Berea.  

I want to thank the newest members of the Independence police force as well as our 

existing law enforcement professionals.  Every day you put your own safety at risk to 

serve the public.  It is particularly admirable during these times of uncertainty and social 

change.   

 

                       Bottom photo L-R: Acting Chief Greg Tinnirello, Victor Hakes, Mario Mileti, Mayor Kurtz 
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New Fitness Equipment  
The weight room, track and exercise areas were scheduled to be closed all week so that 

new equipment could be installed.  Thanks to the hard work and planning of the Rec staff, 

the new equipment was installed two days ahead of schedule and the areas were 

reopened to residents on Thursday.  

 

In addition to minimizing the inconvenience to 

residents, the staff did not have to deinstall the old 

equipment.  A Columbus man who purchased the old 

equipment for a gym he is planning to open, agreed to 

remove it from the Rec Center as part of the deal.   

 

Eighteen machines were purchased and 17 have been 

installed – one is on back order.  That’s incredible 

considering the global supply chain delays.    

 

Over at the Elmwood Recreation Building, the gym floor was prepped for the installation 

of new rubber flooring.  The Rec staff stripped all the tile and removed the coving and the 

side heating cover plates.  The installation of the new floor by Cincinnati Sports Floors 

began later in the week.  

  

 

“New” Refuse Truck   

City Council approved the purchase of an eight-yard 

refuse truck for the Service Department which will help 

save time and money.   

The 2017 Ford F-450 will have a Perkins eight-yard 

satellite lift system mounted on it and will be useful for 

smaller scale rubbish, recycling, and yard waste 

collections.   

Service Director Ron McKinley explained that the full-size, heavy duty Ford pickup only 

needs one operator to handle multiple collections in a single day.   
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In-Person or By Mail, Please VOTE! 

Next month most eligible voters will stay home on Election Day because they don’t think 

they have the time, or they think their vote doesn’t matter.  I’m not on the ballot next 

month, but I can tell you that in every election, every vote counts.    

 

In many ways local elections are the most important ones for the average citizen.  Each 

voter is helping to decide which candidates -- individually and as a team --they trust to 

make critical decisions about issues that affect their everyday life and their future.  Voting 

empowers people to voice their opinions, support their beliefs, and hold elected officials 

accountable. 

You don’t have to wait until Nov. 2 to vote at the Civic Center. Cuyahoga County voters 

have the convenience of early in-person voting at the Board of Elections or voting early by 

mail. 

 

CLICK HERE to request or print your Vote-by-Mail ballot application.  Allow time for 

the application to be accepted by the BOE and for a ballot to be mailed to your home.  

If you have questions about your Vote-by-Mail ballot request, you should call the Board of 

Elections at 216-443-VOTE (8683), or you can click here to track the status of your ballot 

request on our website at www.443vote.us. 

 

Download Finance Director Blaze’s Weekly Report for October 

15, 2021, here.  

 

https://boe.cuyahogacounty.gov/en-US/VoteByMail.aspx
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
https://www.independenceohio.org/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-480
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Drive-Thru Senior Lunches Return 

Back by popular demand, the Seniors Drive-Thru 
Lunches will return in November.   

Every other Wednesday, starting November 10th, seniors 
will be able to purchase a lunch catered by Lori’s Custom 
Catering and once again drive up to the Civic Center to 
pick it up without leaving your car.  Orders must be 
placed at least one week in advance.   

Adult Program Coordinator Lori Rizzardi (pictured here) 
said the program grew in popularity every week during the peak of the pandemic.    
 

The first four Drive-Thru Lunches will be on the following Wednesday:  November 10 & 

24, and December 8 & 22.   There will be more information in next month’s Community 

Spotlight.  

 

Happy 90th Birthday! 

I want to extend my heartfelt best wishes to the 18 residents who are celebrating their 

90th birthday in 2021.  Vice Mayor Grendel graciously emceed today’s luncheon 

celebration at the Civic Center.    There will be more information and photos in next 

month’s Independence Post.  
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Time to Learn to Build 

Nearly 50 preschoolers learned about construction during 

this weeks’ Time for Us program. 

 

The children helped build our new climbing arch that the 
Kiwanis Club donated to our preschool program (thank 
you)!  
 
They also learned how to hammer using golf tees and 
Styrofoam, shovel bird seed into dump trucks, and some 
“wrecking ball” activities.   
 
 

 
Marshmallows were flying around the Civic Center during the October 8th School Holiday 
Special. Children experimented with marshmallow launchers and make s’more snacks 
and later broke up into groups to compete in a STEM project using a limited number of 
marshmallows and uncooked noodles.  The goal was to construct the tallest structure that 
did not collapse.  The winners won a stuffed “marshmallow” creature to take home. 
 

 
 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, 

please ask them to email their name and email address to 

CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. 

mailto:CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org

